
 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING  

 

January 28, 2020 

 

The regular meeting of the Montross Town Council was held on Tuesday, January 28, 2020 at  

7:30 p.m.   

 

 

Council Members Present: Joseph P. King, Terry A. Cosgrove, Clinton A. Watson, Jr. 

 Carolyn K. Carlson, Bobby D. Greene, Robert L. Barker 

 

Council Members Absent:  

 

Town Manager: Patricia K. Lewis 

 

Water Works Operator:  

 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

Mayor King called the Council meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The pledge of allegiance was recited and a moment of silence was observed. 

  

APPROVAL PRIOR MINUTES 

Mayor King asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes from the December 17, 

2019 regular meeting. Mr. Barker stated that he was not at the last meeting and he saw that he voted 

aye for the mural at the Art of Coffee. Mr. Watson, seconded by Mr. Barker, made a motion to 

approve the minutes from the December 17, 2019 meeting with the corrections mentioned. The 

motion was unanimously carried.  

 

APPROVAL FINANCIAL REPORTS       

Mayor King asked if there were any additions or corrections to the financial reports for December 31, 

2019.  Mr. Watson stated that the checking account balance on the Financial Report and the Bank 

Reconciliation for the Festival Fund did not match.  Mr. Watson stated that there was not a checking 

account balance on the Financial Report for the Revitalization Fund.  Mrs. Lewis made the 

corrections as noted.   Mrs. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Watson, made a motion to approve the 

financial reports for December 31, 2019, with the aforementioned changes.  The motion was 

unanimously carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

TOWN MANAGER 
Mrs. Lewis reported that the Volunteer Assistance Program was activated on Sunday, January 19, 2020, 

because of the extremely cold weather. 

 

Mrs. Lewis also reported that Dominion Energy Virginia will be working on a project to underground their 

electric service to their customers on Wakefield, Lee, and Monroe streets.  Dominion calls it the Strategic 

Underground Program.  Dominion tracks data and, based on the number of outages, those three streets 

qualified for the program. Dominion has to get permission from the Virginia State Corporation to do this.  The 

program is in its fourth year. 

 

Mrs. Lewis reported that she and the Mayor attended the Westmoreland County Volunteer Fire Department’s 

installation dinner on January 11, 2020.  The Mayor performed the installation of the officers. 



 

OLD BUSINESS 

George Bowman, Superintendent for Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT), gave Town 

Council an opportunity to ask questions and relay any concerns they may have.   

 

Mayor King said the crosswalk near the turn in town is a concern for some.  Mr. Bowman stated that 

he has taken a couple of different approaches.  He stated he has read a lot of the traffic engineering 

reports that were given to Mr. McKeever.  He asked Council and the Town Manager what their 

concerns were with the crosswalk.  Mrs. Lewis stated that people have complained that the flashing 

lights are not well visible.  She stated that several people have told her they’ve almost hit pedestrians 

because they can’t see the flashing light, especially the one in front of Allegiance Title.  Another 

complaint she gets is that drivers don’t stop for pedestrians even when they see the lights flashing.  

Mrs. Carlson said that there is a speed issue, but that is not VDOT’s issue to enforce.  

 

Mr. Watson expressed his concern about the amount of sand that was put on the side streets last year 

as a paving effort and stated it was as though the paving didn’t happen.  Mr. Bowman stated that was 

one of the first conversations he had with the Town Manager when he got to Montross.  He stated he 

was not used to that being done and that he had learned something new in how they do paving here.  

They put the sand down as a protective barrier so tar does not get on vehicles.  He said he didn’t 

know how much sand had been put down until he went and looked at the roads.  He said he would try 

to mitigate that as much as possible and that he has worked on the turns in the subdivision near the 

firehouse.   

 

Larry Hinson was given the opportunity to speak.  He stated that a solar panel with blinking lights on 

the “crosswalk ahead” sign in front of Carrot Cottage heading east bound that would correspond with 

the flashing lights, preferably red lights, at the crosswalk near Angelo’s would solve some of the 

issues at that crosswalk. 

 

Mr. Bowman stated that the red light cannot be done because they correspond with stopping.  We are 

not asking drivers to stop.  We are asking drivers to yield to pedestrians.  If we change the light to 

red, then we would be asking drivers to stop. 

 

Mr. Bowman said he was told that the location of the crosswalks were chosen by the community and 

allowed by VDOT as part of the streetscape.  Mr. Cosgrove said that was not true.  He said there 

was a lot of discussion about the location, particularly about the crosswalk near Angelo’s, but that 

was decided by VDOT engineers.   

 

Mrs. Wittman stated the issue she had was the parking spot right before you get to the crosswalk 

heading westbound.  She said sometimes people park there and their tires are on the crosswalk.  She 

said she would like to see that striped so people can’t park there.  She stated it also blocks the view, 

especially if there is a truck parked there. 

 

Mr. Cosgrove said he agreed with what Mrs. Wittman stated.  He said he wasn’t sure if more lights 

were going to help and believes it is a law enforcement issue. He said we have all witnessed people 

trying to using the crosswalk, but drivers not stopping. 

 

Mr. Bowman said that issue was brought up at a Board of Supervisors meeting and he gotten the 

VDOT engineers approval to remove the parking spot in front of Allegiance Title if the Town 

Council approves.  He stated that the parking spot in front of Allegiance Title should have been 

removed when the diamonds were painted on the road.  No parking is supposed to be in front of the 

diamonds.  Mr. Bowman stated there is also a blind spot across from Angelo’s in the parking lot next 

to Carrot Cottage.  He stated he couldn’t do anything with that spot because it is private property.  

 

 



 

 

Mr. Cosgrove stated that Fredericksburg has plastic or rubberized sign on the double line at eye level 

that reminds drivers that pedestrians have the right-of-way.  He asked if that is a possibility for the 

Town.  Mr. Bowman stated that he would ask that question and get back to him. 

 

Mr. Bowman stated that Norm Risavi, Westmoreland County Administrator, had indicated that there 

have been times that he has seen people almost get in an accident coming out the post office lot.  He 

stated that there are two parking spots in front of the post office.  When cars are parked there, it is 

hard to see vehicles going westbound.  He asked traffic engineering if a stop bar would help.  The 

engineers indicated that the stop bar would not work because drivers will continue to pull to the edge 

as they exit.  He said if there is a car in the handicapped parking spot, the stop bar would be useless.   

 

Allen Hickman suggested that VDOT may consider removing the first parking spot in front of Carrot 

Cottage closest to the crosswalk near Angelo’s at the turn. 

 

Mrs. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Cosgrove, made a motion to remove the parking spot in front of 

Allegiance Title and have it designated as “no parking.”  The motion unanimously carried. 

 

Mayor King asked if speed boxes at each end of town would help.  Mr. Bowman said he thought they 

would, but the Town would have to pay for those. 

 

Mr. Barker stated he thought rumble strips or grooving the pavement just before the crosswalks may 

encourage drivers slow down as well. Mr. Bowman said he would ask traffic engineering about that 

as well. 

 

Mr. Bowman said that VDOT will be repaving through the town in conjunction with the new high 

school.  He stated that before they do that there is a lot of neglected concrete work that needs to be 

done. That will require lane closures.  He plans on doing the concrete work this year. 

 

Mayor King thanked Mr. Bowman for his time. 

 

Mrs. Lewis reported that, on December 31, 2019, Jerry Davis with the Northern Neck Planning 

District Commission received an email from Darlene Hughes, Water and Waste Loan Specialist for 

the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), advising him that Rural Development 

reviewed the results of the median household income survey.  She advised him that an adequate 

number of surveys were returned and they concur with the submitted documentation.  Should the 

Town apply for financial assistance from Rural Development, a median household income of 

$51,000 will be used.  Jerry Davis informed her that Charlie Reidlinger with Resource International 

is working on the Preliminary Engineering Report and should have it wrapped up sometime in 

February.  Mr. Reidlinger spoke with Tara Delaney of USDA and told him that an environmental 

review would not be needed since it was the replacement of existing lines.  Mrs. Lewis said she 

would like to thank the citizens that sent in their income survey so that the Town can move forward 

with this much needed project. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Mrs. Lewis reported that Southern Software is recommending an upgrade from CitiPak, which what 

we currently use for utility and tax billing, to their Financial Management System (FMS).  CitiPak is 

no longer being sold nor does it get updated anymore.   The upgrade will cost a one-time fee of 

$2,700.  This covers installation and training.  Mrs. Lewis requested that $2,700 be moved from the 

Repairs and Maintenance line item to the Computer Software Support line item of the General Fund 

to cover the expense. 

 

Mr. Cosgrove, seconded by Mrs. Carlson, made a motion to move $2,700 from the Repairs and 



Maintenance line item to the Computer Software Support line item of the General Fund to cover the 

expense of the new billing system.  Mayor King asked for a roll call vote:  Mrs. Carlson, aye; Mr. 

Watson, aye; Mr. Greene, aye; Mr. Cosgrove, aye; Mr. Barker, aye. The motion unanimously carried. 

 

Ricky Landon with the Westmoreland Volunteer Fire Department told Town Council that the 

Christmas Lights have gotten bad.  They are twenty years old and falling apart.  He and Stan 

Schoppe have been in contact with MOSCA, which is the company that the previous lights were 

purchased from.  Mr. Landon stated that the Town can get a discount if the lights are purchased in 

February. The deal MOSCA has now is buy two strands – get one free.  Nine new stars and nine new 

snowflakes are also needed, also buy two – get one free.  The snowflake costs $215 each and the star 

costs $135 each.  Each strand would be forty feet and the Town would need twenty strands. The cost 

for a strand is $550 – buy two, get one free (buy 14, get 7 free).  All lights are LED.  The lights the 

Town currently has are incandescent.  The total cost for the strands, stars, and snowflakes, as well as 

spare parts and plugs, is approximately $12,000.  Mayor King asked Mr. Landon if he had a financial 

plan for this.  Mr. Landon said the Town could raise money by asking people to sponsor a strand for 

$600 in memory or in honor of a loved one.  Multi-families could sponsor a strand and split the cost.  

In recognition of that, the Town Hall could display a plaque with the sponsor’s names, in memory or 

in honor of, and the pole number that their strand is on.  Mr. Landon said he thought the public would 

entertain the idea. 

 

Mr. Cosgrove, seconded by Mr. Barker, made a motion to allocate $12,000 from the Revitalization 

Encumbrance Fund to purchase new lights and ornaments and reimburse the fund as money is 

received from sponsors.  Mayor King asked for a roll call vote:  Mrs. Carlson, aye; Mr. Watson, 

aye; Mr. Greene, aye; Mr. Cosgrove, aye; Mr. Barker, aye.  The motion was unanimously carried. 

 

Mrs. Lewis said that she would like to have a joint work session with the Planning Commission and 

the Town Council on February 25, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. to discuss ways to get the empty buildings in 

Town filled.  Town Council agreed to schedule the joint work session. 

 

Mrs. Lewis said she talked to the Postmaster about doing something to celebrate our zip code on 

February 25, 2020 (2/25/20).  The Postmaster indicated they were shorthanded and would not be 

able to do anything.  Mrs. Lewis said she didn’t mind having an Open House at the Town Hall that 

day.  

 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 

There were no comments from Council Members. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Allen Hickman said he would pay $200 towards the cost of gas to pick up the new Christmas lights. 

 

Ricky Landon mentioned that March 7, 2020 is the annual Oyster Roast of the Westmoreland 

Volunteer Fire Department and he appreciated all the help the Town gives with that. 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

Mr. Cosgrove, seconded by Mr. Watson, made a motion to adjourn to closed session for Personnel 

Matters for Discussion on Candidates for Appointments to Town Council and Planning Commission  

Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711(A)(1).  The motion unanimously carried. 

 

REGULAR SESSION 

Council reconvened in regular session.  Mr. Cosgrove, seconded by Mr. Watson, made a motion 

certifying that only Personnel Matters relating to Candidates for Appointments to Town Council, and 

Planning Commission were discussed as allowed by Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711(A)(1).  

 



 

Mayor King asked for a roll call vote; Mrs. Carlson, aye; Mr. Watson, aye; Mr. Greene, aye; Mr. 

Cosgrove, aye; Mr. Barker, aye.  The motion was unanimously carried. 

 

Mr. Watson, seconded by Mr. Barker, made a motion to appoint Mrs. Kathryn Witman to fill the 

Town Council vacancy and serve the remainder of Mr. Jesse Ault’s term.  Mayor King asked for a 

roll call vote: Mrs. Carlson, aye; Mr. Watson, aye; Mr. Greene, aye; Mr. Cosgrove, aye; Mr. Barker, 

aye.  The motion was unanimously carried. 

 

Mr. Cosgrove, seconded by Mrs. Carlson, made a motion to appoint Mr. Gregg Eby to fill the 

Planning Commission vacancy and serve the remainder of Mrs. Kathryn Wittman’s term.  Mayor 

King asked for a roll call vote: Mrs. Carlson, aye; Mr. Watson, aye; Mr. Greene, aye; Mr. Cosgrove, 

aye; Mr. Barker, aye.  The motion was unanimously carried. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

 

______________________   ________________________ 

Patricia K. Lewis    Joseph P. King 

Town Manager                   Mayor    


